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The last sentence of an editorial in Iast week's Jewish Week — “Now can we turn ouy
communal atiention to the more significant izsues raised in Feidman’s Complaint?” — echoed
calls from some Modern Orthodox guarters for a reevaluation of Judaism’'s traditional
shunning of intermarrieds in the aftermath of Professor Noah Feldman's recent New York
Timea Magazine article,

In thau article. Prof Feldman sharply challenged the failure of his Modern
Orthodoex high school Lo acknowledge his engagement and marringe 10 a non-Jewish woman
So it si-ems appropraie to note that this is not the first time a 1cevaluation has been urged
within Modern Orihodoxy — and that it was frmby rejecied.

T carly 1992, reacting to nlnrming statistics on the occurrence of
intermarriage (52% as compared to 8% in 1965), a splinter group of rabbiz in the Rablinical
Clouncil of America, who earlier had formed what was called the “RCA Reundtable,” proposed
that instead of “writing off” Intermarrieds and driving them away. “we musl respond
constructively to the future of Klal ¥israel in the uext generation” and "explore the full runge
of possible responses to this phenomenon.”

The proposal was based on a facile comparizon with Judaism’s disinelination
ty completely snun those who publiciy desecrate the Sabbuth and other commandments

The Roundtable proposal created something of an uproar  not in small part
hecause it ran counter to the well-known views of the great gaon and spirituial mentor of
Modern Owrthodoxy, Rav Yosef Dov Halevi Soloveitchik, z¢°7 - and was ultimately rejected by
the RCA

The run-up to the RCA's rejection of the provesal was fascinating. No fewer
than fowrteen leading roshet yeshiva of the Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary
(RIETS), including Rav Dovid Lipschitz (the Suvalker Rav), z2°7; Rav Aaron Soloveichak. =27,
and, ¥6a”l, Rav Moshe Dovid Tendler and Rav Dovid Bleich, signed a statement denouncing
the Roundtable’s proposal ag inconsistent with halacha.

Also, on April 15, 1992, on official RIETS stationery Rav Aaron Scloveichik
sent d letter to the RCA, of which he was a leading member, explaining why the proposal
should be rejeczed. He wrote. in part:

This letter is in answer to the round table resolutien entitled
“Reaction to Intermarriage Statistics.” This resolution proposes entertaiming an alternate
reaction to the traditional rebuke and rejection of those who estrange themselves and their
ehildren from Hashem, and K/l Yisroel by way of intermarriage The round table resolution
equates intormarriage with Chiful Shabos Befarfhesyvo Jopen and notorious desecration of
the Bubbath! and cites posking, gedolim,.to countl a Mechalel Shabbos Brfurbesyo in a
minvan [quoran for formal prayori. This cquaiion hetween a Mechole! Shabos Bejarhesyo
and a Jew who mtermarries is grounded fin] a severe BLUNDER!



Reason 1: Ninety percent of those in America were raised in an
wrreligious home, and in an irreligious environment, Consequently they have the status of
ANUSIM |porsons deemed to have acted under durese] and ave therefore to be treated Iike
good Jews The Rambam says this in regard to the Karaites who were raised in a Karaite's
home,

Reason 2: Chilul Shabos Beforhesyo does nol constitute,
today. an act of rebellion against Hashem the Torah. and Klal Yisroel, cven when
it 1s done by Jews who are not ANUSIM . Intermarmare, on the other hand, even
today, when the overwhelming majority of American Jews are completely
assimilated, 13 just one step short of total conversion to Christianity. Dy
permitiing the counting of an mtermarned Jew to a minyon, we therchy promote
intermarriage and even shwmad [conversion]!

Tt 15 also worthy of note that Rabbi Mayer Twersky, a grandson and longtime
student of the Rav and currently a rosk yeshiva at RIETS, stated in a 2003 article on
[orubweb.org that the Rav was “absolutely adamant regarding the ban on attending an
intormarriage,”

Rab Twersky continued,

Unguestionably, inlermarriage is anathema because it destroys
Jewssh identity and destiny, Accordingly, it is nothing less than a chilul Hashem to be
present at such @ martiage One cannot attend a wedding as a conscientious objector. By
attending, one eo {pso joins in celebrating, A Jew cannot under any circumstance celebiates
the partial destruction of Jewish identity.

With this sume compeliing line of reasoning in mind, the Rav
was also equaliy ndamant that subsequent to the wedding intermarried “couples”
must not be included m family gatherings or invited to family semachos, and the
like. Inviting Lthe couple as such eo ipso acknowledges and accepts their iliicit
marrage. Under no eircumslances may thiz acceptance be forthecoming. Let us not
delude ourselves into thinking that we would be simply maintaining relations for
purposes of Arruu. To the contrary, we are strengthening the hands of those living
in sin and creating a chilul Hashem

So there is not hing new under the sun, and Prof. Feldman has offered no kosher
food for thought
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