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The last sentcnce of rrr cditorial in last *,eek's Je\::h \Yeek - Norv crn *c turl our
comn)uDal attenron to the morc 3isaifrczrnt issucs raised ir] -leiCnan's Complain.? cchocd
calls froln some ,Uodern Orrhodox qurrtcrs for a rcevaluation oiJurlai6lls t-raditionnl
shunnins ol internraD icds in the aftefxrath ol t\ofossor Noah Feld In"rn s rccenl Ne\r YorL
Time€ Magazjne art  c l ! ) .

ln t l i : r r  drt jc lp.  l \of  Fcldnrrn uharpl"v chal lenFc.L thc thi lure of his Uodern
Orthodox high school to dcknolvledsc hrs ensr{toru('nt and mal'rirsc to n non-Jerlrsh $,(rman
So it s.ems approprlrt€ to notc th?rl thi-" js not the filst tinre a r.cvaluation has bcell urged
withm Modcrr Orrhodoxr- - and .hai it $as tuml,$ Icj.c:c.r.

ln caflj, 1992- lerc rg to rLlrrfrling slatrstics on tl]| occurrence of
int0rmarr iasc (521, as comFflrcd to 9% i |  1965),  a spl intcr s1o(p 01 f trbb1e in the Rabbrnirdl
0or rrcil ofAmcrir:1, who earli('I had for.mc.l !vh.ri wrls callcd thc "liOA lloundteiJlc." propo$ed
1.hl t t  instead of"\ \ 'J l t ing ol f  i  termanieds and dr iv ing thcm away. "rvc m,.LsL rL:pond
constructrvd! to the futufo ofKlol li.s..,el in th{i rlcxl generalion anrl l)xplore the lull ranBo
ofpo€sible r*p.'naeB to this Ihenomenon-'

The proposal was based on a facilc comparison $'ith .Iudnisms disrncli.fl.i(nr
lo coDpletely .aun those who publicij desecrate the Sah:riih xad other comnrandreDts

fhc Rouudit tblc propos crodtod s0n)€thing of n upxoirr  rroi  in smal l  par ir
becaLrsc i r  ran countel  to lh0 wel l  knowD vieu,s of ihc gfeatgaon and sDir i t rr l  nrent{r 'of
Mode|r Orlhodoxy. I lav Yuscl Dov l{alevi  Solov(,  ldr ik. : i '? and $'as ul t ihnt€ly rejected h!
the ltc{

Thc run-up to thc RCA s rejcctron ofthe !!.--o3al was fascrnatinB. No fe&'er
an loulteerl lcading .os/r.r Jcs/riua ofthe Rabbi lsaa<: Elch.maa TheoloFc^l Semina4'

(1110'l'S), ncludins Ra\ Dovid Lipschrtz (rhe Suvdker na!')-:l'?; RAv A,rron Solo\-eichrk 
"t'7;rn(t , l t rd ' I ,  Rav Nloshe l)ovid Tendler and Rav I)or id Blcich, s isned Lr slni . rm€rt denounong

tho Roundtable'$ propos,rl rN inconsistenl \!rll tokr.fta.

Also, on r \pr i l  r5.  1J92, oD ol t ic i r l  RIETS stat ionerl  l lavAarc,n Solove,r l r i l t
6ent d lct ter to the Ra:^,  ofwhich tr  r  as a lqr{ l ing Dember, e\plaining why the rroposal
should be rejeced. Hc lvrote. in pari:

'l'hrs krtti:rr is in answer to the }ouxci Ldble resolution enLrlled
'lloLrcNion to Intcmr:rrrlago Slatisiics-" This resol tion propoecc entertAlrrrng an alternate
ro (1i0n to the ir,rditronal rthrke jrnd rcJc(tron of l.hosL' $'ho ,"strangc iheurselves aDd tbcir
chiklrcn fron llasherr, anrt k/ol Ylsroel, by way o1 inLcrmarriase Th0 rourd table resolul.ion
oqrmt,"s lnl.rlnalliage wiiJ: f/riful S/rnbos Bc/drltcs.rlo lopen and nr.rton,xr! desecration of
the S{bbatlrl jLrd citcs posku)L, s(ioli tn .to couni d lt,.idldl S/Labhos H?ft, |..;ra iL n
arin1rrr fquorurr for foroal pravrr l- 'i'hrs criuAiion l)et$,een a lLrcAa.lcl Shobos &idnLps)\)
arrd a Jet v;'ho rr*crn..r es is nr.u..i.d trnl r severe IILL\lfllR!



Reason 1: |Gncty percent of those in -{merica were .raied in an
ucligioN home, and in an irreL$ous envl-rorment Consequently they have the status of
ANIrSIM [porsons dccmed to havc actod urdor dur{rs!] arC are therefore to be treatcd Lka
goo.l,Ic\\s ]'he ltanb.rm says this in regard l.o rhe I!a1rir!. l\ho wcre raised h a Karaite'!

Reason 2: Clilrr/ SlaboJ nrl'a' rcsro does noL constituie,
tod:ry. : tr rc r of rebellion a gaiDst H a s h cm the 'l'orah. and flal fisfoel, .!cx r ircn
ii is drnr by Jews who ara not 4l lililM Intlrrn'rurage, on the other hand, c\rn
todry, \'\,-h.r th€ over\,rhelmi]rg mnJority o{Amcrican Jcws arc complctc\,
assinrilated, is just one step short of lotal cc !rfsion to Christianity. By
pernnr.r.g 1.]ro counting of an nrter]naIIred Jew to .r /ninJ,on, we th€rcby trolxorc
intermarriase and even shndd [conversion]l

It is also worthy ol notc thrt Rabbi [Ia],cr Tlvcrsk], a grandson and lo11griDe
ir,rdent ofthe Rav and curre,ntly a |osi.;,esiilo at RIE'j'S, stated jn a 2001] article on

thai bhe Rav was "absolutely rdamant resarding the ban on altendiDs an

Rabbr T\trcfsky continued,

i-nquestronably, intermardage i! .tnalhema because it delrtroys
Jc1rrsh ident i ty aDd dest inr Accordinsly,  i t  is nothiDs less than a chi lul  Hashen to be
riffsent at such a mari jag€ Onc cannot ati.end a weddrns as a conscjentious objector By
attending, one eo ipso joirr ir celcbrating I Jerv cannot uDder arv circumstance cckrb ros
thc partial destruction ofJ.r\rish ldcntir)'

With this samc co rpcll,nt lix, ol rca$onins in mhd, iho ltav
rvas also r:qurllr rCamant that subsequ€nt t. ttie l1eddins intcrmanicd '![11cs"
must not be incl]taed rn familv gatherings or invired to family se,ro.hos, and tne
lilc InviLnrg tlrt .ouple as such eo rpso ac-[nowlc.lgcs and accepts Lhctu i]litlt
n{riragc linalcf no circumslances may thF nc.artancc bc forthcoming L!r rL- not
dcludc oursolro! into thinking thrt lvc woul.l bu simplr maintainiDg releLron,: for
!urposes ol&n r,r. To the contrary, wc are srfcngthcning the hards ofthose fivnrg
in sin and crcatrng ,r cl;.lul ashen

So there is trort ; rs r .{  urdef the sun, andPfot le l . lmaD has off€red !r)  loshcr
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