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§14 The Evening Service

(2) The prayer for the Afternoon Service is the ‘“Amida, which, as in the Morning
Service, is first recited silently, then repeated aloud.? Changes occur only in two points.
First, in some communities, it was customary to delete the beginning of Benediction
17, “Accept.” Second, there was no Priestly Blessing, and therefore in Ashkenaz
“Great peace” was said instead of “Grant peace.” According to the unanimous testi-
mony of all sources, the ‘Amida was preceded by the recitation of Ps. 145 in its custom-
ary form.3 R. Jonah of Gerona (thirteenth century) introduced the passage of the daily
sacrifice (Num. 28:1-8) and ‘““The Compounding of the Incense.”’ Sepharad and Rome

" adopted this practice, adding Ps. 84 before it. Vitry precedes it with Ps. 5:8, “And I,

in Your great kindness’’; in Ashkenaz none of these was adopted for the public service,
but were recited only by individuals.

(3) After the ‘Amida, Supplications are said, as in the morning. Vitry contains
several special supplication prayers for this purpose, and these are identical with those
in Amram for the Morning Service. Since the Afternoon Service was often recited only
just before dark, there was not always time to recite it properly. In such cases the geonim
already recommended deleting it and, if time was very short, even to abridge the repeti-

“tion of the ‘Amida.4

On the eve of Sabbaths and festivals, Supplications are not said at the Afternoon
Service. From Catalonia it is reported as a special custom that on Sabbath eve Kaddish
was said immediately after the silent ‘Amida; it can no longer be determined if the rea-
son for this practice was that the repetition of the “Amida was originally omitted. In
places where the Afternoon Service is recited apart from the Evening Service, it is con-
cluded with “It is our duty.”

§ 14 The Evening Service

(1)  2yn n%en (M. Ber. 4:1), nany (M. Ber. 1:1), 2™wn [in post-talmudic sources]:
This service cannot be derived from the institutions of the Temple, for the Temple was
closed in the evening, and no ceremonies took place at night. But the natural need for
a night prayer gave rise to the Evening Service. The biblical authority for it is the phrase
“when you lie down” (Deut. 6:7); its time is, in Josephus’s words, 6note npdg mvov Hpo.
tpénecbar, “when time turns toward sleep.”” By the beginning of the Common Era, the
service had been introduced everywhere; but no public worship was held in the eve-
nings, for this was rather a private night prayer. When public prayer was introduced
for the evenings, the service was held at the onset of evening, and for the convenience
of the congregation it was combined with the Afternoon Service. It was most rare to
wait until night had fully fallen.!

(2) The nucleus of the service is the Recitation of the Shema* with two benedic-
tions before it, as in the Morning Service, and, unlike the Morning Service, with two
benedictions after it (M. Ber. 1:4).2

In all known texts since Amram, the Evening Service begins with Pss. 78:38 and
20:10, om xm, “And He, being merciful.””> The most plausible of the reasons offered
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Weckday Shaeharir Weckday Minchal Weckday Mauariv
" 1. Morning blessings X X
2. "Warm-up” Included, but only Included:
" Ashre a. Vb wachum
b. When not immediately
tollowing Minchab, add
Psalrn 1349 and three other
Verses
3. Shina and Its Blessings X Included. but:
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4. Aavidais Included Included: bur silent only
" 5. Tachanun Included fshort form) X
6. Torah reading X X
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